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but they are not at all that which Mr.Brunton sedéf%m
instill in the book before me.He states a part of the ved:
-antist teaching with great clarity and eloguence,though
often I think his epithets are out of slace.Particularly
offensive to me is that perpetusl word "hidden" which seen
=8 to live in his cen and also his vaunting of his next
volume which is to revesl & vast number of other truths
that he has not revealed in this one.No doubt thet is good
salesmanship,but I think it should be kept out of what
purports to be a philosophical treatise.

ALAN W, SHOGTod jn "AELIGIONS"(uartercly)London."A SEARCH
IN SECRET EGYCT™.

It should be the practice of a2 reviewer to draw his rea-
der's attention to the merits of a book befors describing
what,in his opinion,are its defects.Let us begin,therefore
by stating that certain chapters of Mr. Brunton's book,de-
voted mainly to the Author's interviews with ramackable
seople,are of interest.These chapters describe the msgic
of a Cairo magician,hypnotic phenomena,the feats of the
fakir Tahra Bey,and a2n experience of snake-charming under
the guidance of Moussa of Luxor.To these chapters may be
added the Author's intertiew with the Rector of the Univ-
ersity of El-Azhar,in which the Sheikh outlines Moslem be-
lief end practice,and the account of a visit to a zikr at
Karnak.If the book went no farther than this there would
be little to ctiticize,apart from the journalistic style
in which it is written,but unfortunatzly =2 mors srominent
section of the work is devoted to an interoretation of the
ancient Egyotian religion which is intedded to carry a
message to the modern world,and this interpretatiosn demand
-8 close scrutiny.

Mr. Brunton at the outset is at pains to disarm critici-
sm by declaring that those who have devoted their lives to
the study of ancient Egypt are unablas to graso the inner
meaning of what they study.He tells us,for instance(p.20€)
that "no Egyptologist of to-day hac done more than trans-
late the popular meaning of héeroglyphs,although in eo
doing,he hae done magnificently;the rest is bayond him.For
“~"the fiords of God"demand to have brought to them 2z "spiri-
tual and reverent consideration before they yield their
innermost secret."Likewise,in discussing a relief in a te-
mple,he gives first(p.212)en Egyptologist's -robable inter.
pretation which,he says,"on its own level would be correct
enough,"and then his own.But whether or no Egyptologists
as a class are incajable of "a spiritusl and reverent con.-

% ®ideration"it has been their lot to collect a certain b

p————— R — =



-
. gi-g¥8ee nodoawtH,1M dotdw 3sdd I[s #s Jom eas voidd Fud
v edd Yo tieq 8 2steta eH.om e10ted dAcod edd ni [Itdamt
w.obmurpo.[s bos yiituslo Psevy diiw galdosed faiins-
¢ Waslusijird.eonic to fuo evs #dedilge ald dAaidd I medlo
paa rolrw "nsbdld" byow [sndegrsg dadt 3t em o} eviamello
| dxan sid %o galdausv ald ozl bas ase sld nt svil of a——
—aldyyd 1edio Yo vedawa $asv 8 Issver of al doddw smulov
sl $=2ds dducd o,emo eidt nl Delssve¥ Jon asd o #au#
“dodv %0 Juo Sqod ad bivods #t :tﬂ;hﬂxm
[ «Baldserd I[aaide i ;
Bﬁﬁ!ﬂd A" gobaed ( gin et ouy ) ekl

'rwj ald wetb of 1oweiver & To solbosuy i " of SeHd Iy
st

ditoeeb s70led dood & Tc adivem et of ockfasdds atesh
m‘!ﬂ&d&,ulgad &b del.adoelsh 241 evs, mointco 3t al  dudw
Hood z'nodmnE Jal Yo aasduedo alsdvsy deit snitste wd
g sxdmm dily aweiviednl &'todgd erd ot yinism betov
| olyem et ediioash sas¥ ado sxadl, daarstul 1o eve 2lcost
s} lo adere? sii, epsmonsdy s.tiomgrd,nﬂa.tgm c1ied 8 %o
Tebne snteado-sisne o asm.tﬂm‘-!a ae. b yel s102T ~iiet
| 8d yom zvedceds saedd oT.voxwd Yo saawok 0 ssmebluy edd
=vial et Yo vodoeR ad! rtiw weidrstal alvoddud eid bsbbe
54 melaocM zend ffve #ilady sdr folde nl.'rﬁ&i--m %o mﬂatﬁ
‘38 mils 2 of dielv 8 To dmucoos et w,awfhm bns. Tei L
- hiver sved? abdt oedd w6ddaet oo dney dood sdf 1T .olemyed
. eiyts sifallemuol edt men? Pasce.ax? ot oLIIEL sd

$neaimen: =vom & vledamtactny Mmi&m &1 §F coldw af
bt Yo molietercueinl ne o Dedovsh &f Yyow afdd Yo soidsec
B Y™MED of Debbednt a2t fofde mﬁﬂen anide d’ml'cna
b aclisdeaqrsdnl afrt bos,blvowr ovedom sid of s3fasesm
. i dviss s@cio a-

mszm wesid od‘ t.utﬁq .n: af 13:&% ﬂi& .h mﬁm& <1

0a at :igm:ldln‘ezﬂg d 8 ;mmoq st eded
q6%, mic bnoyed =i fae1 af _ﬂ.’lfmtﬂm enob asrd sri aatob
=falga" & medd o friguond evad of bDnemsb"0od To abie¥ odiTmy
 aledd blsiy yedd soled moidereblecos Fosveved ome  Leud
580l Ysifen & soleswvosld of eabwedld",.dsrses Foomyeool
patnl eldsdors a'dsizolotcysd ms(Si%.g)deFl eevls o sl
$0e1705 8d bluow fevel mwe =31 mo",ayee sif doldw neldsiesg
a¥olzolotcysd onBeo seddade Fuf.mvo 2id nsdd boe™, dyvoin
Biios tasveves bne [ebdivige 8" Yo eliscssal eve zaslo & 4s
god nisdvec ¢ Josllos of Jol —iedd mesd dod ¥itmoidessbls




()
of evidence,a number of facts,and eny new theory of the
Egyptian religion must be examined in relation to those
facts before it can claim acceptance.Of this evidence,of
these facts,Mr. Brunton appears to be largely ignorant.
His method of research consists of visiting 2 temile or

~—~t%tomb and there reacting,in a mystical mann_er,to what he
sees. After this he is able to state authoritatively the
hidden meaning of the place,and of the carved religious
scenes which adorn its wells.His main experience is an "en
-trancement"undergone in the Great Pyramid,in which he
claims to have been visited by two ancient Egyptian pries-
ts,and around this evenfhis theories are centrad.Briefly
his contention is that the god Osiris was = picneer colo-
nist from Atlantis;he was 2 master of secret doctrine,an
Adept,and the legend of his entrancement,burial and re-aw-
akening after the fashion of certain Eestern fakirs.From
Osiris the Egyptians learnt their "mysteries,"” and the
central point of these mysteries was the entrancement of
the candidate in such a way that his spirit retained con-
sciousness while freed from the body,and thus [inally re-
turned to it with a sure knowledge of the immortality of

__the soul.The Great Pyramid was the princisal temple of in-

" itiation:it was never intended for a témb,the sarcoschagus
in the King's Chamber being meant to contain the bed on
which the candidate was entranceqd.The Sphinx at Gizeh is
the guardian of the Pyramid,and both were built by colon-
ists from Atlantis at a great distance of time before the
beginning of the historical ags in Egypt as we know it.The
Osirian rite of entrancement remzined the centre of the
mysteries celebrated in Egyptian temples throughout Egypt-
ian history,but in the course of time its original signif-
icance became forgotten or was intentionally concealed by
the priests.Thus the "Book of the Dead" is a mixture of
texts,some relating to ritusl entrancement,others to the
resurrection of the body after death.Finally the Author
claims this mysterious rite of entrancement as an imoortant
gift of religion to man,and suggests that it may yet again
play a part in his spiritual progress.

~Now fo begin with,that any such place as Atlantis ever ex-
isted is no more then a suoposition,the only foundation for
which is the well-known story upon the history of the cult
of Osiris.The main facts of the history of the Egyotian re-
ligion seem to be unknown to the Author.He does not sppear
to know that the whole of this history may be summarized as
a struggle between the Solar and Osirian religions,which

. were originally quite distinct,or that th e religion of
k—_-— —g— -; _#/
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(4)

of the Kings who erected the Pyramids of Gizeh was Solar,

not Osirian!fhe ancient religious texts inscribed in the

pyramids of the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties show us what the

Solar beliefs of these Kings were.The dead King was balie-

ved to join the Sun-god in the sky and to reign with him
“~there.The Osirian cult taught the existence of an after

life in the under ground kingdom of Osiris,an entirely di-

fferent conception,and it was only towards the snd of the

0l1d Kingdom that the HBsirian cult gradually grew in influe

-nce until it was adopted by the Kings and forciblg m=de

to harmonize with the Solar theory.All this may be clearly

seen by a perusal of the Pyramid texts already alluded to.

Moreover the Pyramid was a Sglar symbol,and had nothing to

do with Osiris;witness only the name of the Great Pyramid

itself,"Horizon of Khufu."

Finally,an example of the Author's misunderstanding of
nis material is to be found in his treatment of the Book
of the Dead.He secms unaware of the fact that it is a com-
paratively late compilation,and that the history of its
component parts is known,and is not shrouded in myStery.
The nucleus of Bhis miscellaneous collection of texts is

_ predominedtly Solar,and has no connection with Osiris.The
history of the Book started with the Pyramid texts,and the
introduction of Osirian material can be traced from the
0l1d Kingdom,through the Middle Kingdom to the Eighteenth
Dynasty,when the Book of the Deed,azs we know it,reached
its full develooment.And this introduction was due to the
spread and general acceptance of a belief in an after 1ife
in the Kingdom of Osiris.There is no question of entrancec
initiates in these texts.The resl facts are there for any-
one who is prepared to meke himself acquainted with the
rich material which is now available for the study of the
Egyotian religion.

If space permitted it would be possible to examine the
temainder of the Author's attemfps to explain the inner
meaning of Egyptian matters,and to show that his explana-
tions bear no relation to known facts.For instance his cor
~-tention that Egyptian hieroglyphic writing possessed a
hidden sylbolic meaning apart from its function as a medi-
um for recording the spoken l=nguage is a well-known fall-
-acy,due to insufficient mcquaintance with the Egyptian
hieroglyphic system.But the examples chosen above must su-
ffice.We can only asKthe reader of Mn.Brunton's book to e
-amine the facts concerning the Egyptian religion for him-
self.The prowerb holds good that "I'ruth is stranger than
\ fiction,"and we ean prophecy that he will find in the

B ———————— '
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reality something far deeper than all this jargo(ns)of en-

trancement,initiations,masonry and suchlike.The ancient

Egyptians formulated enswers to the problem of existknce

which,in their glace in religious history,are by no means

to be despised.But their ideas had a far more solid basis
- that this book proposes.

Dewan_Bahadur K.S. Remes riy, "THEXEHENOENOTX
A JHAN th India on, "The ngg?g
Teaching Beyond Yoga". "The “ynthesis of Yoga and Jnans
and Bhakti." There has been a decline in art and religiok
Man has found the universe but has lost himself and has
almost lost his hold on God. Indian philosophy and relig-
ion alone can set the balance right to-day. But unfortum-
ately the clear and comprehensive synthesis declared in
the Gita has been largely forgotten in India itself, and
India has to re-gather and integrate her higher exverience
once again to make her contribution effectively to solve
the intricate problems of the modern world. At one time
Yopa was over-emphasised, and later yet Jnana, and still
later, Bhakti. We have once again to go back to the eter-
_ nal fountain of Wisdom——the Bhagvad Gita to revive our
drooping and despairing spirit. Modern western investi-
gators like Paul Brunton, have added to the confusion of
thought in India. In his recent work on "The Hidden Teac-
hing Beyond Yoga" he whips and whips up 'his old masters—
Sri Ramana Maharashi and Sri Aurobindo Ghose. He has
plumbed many depths and soared to many heights more as
a researcher than searcher. In his latest work he has a
fling at what he calls "the fugitive bliss of the mystic".
He seems to think that yoga is but escapism. Formerly it
used to be cried down as cohtorticnism and self-hypnotism,
But it is really none of these. Mr. Brunton has now swung
like a pendulum to the other end. He gives us a bit of
hie unfortunate experience. Then he turns in anger apain-
st hic old love and flings mud &t her and says: "It (Yoga)
certainly gave much, it gave the misty feeling of having
reached fruth but it did not give the irrefutable know-
— ledge of truth." Fortunately for us and for himself Nr.
Brunton has not broken with his past utterly and irretrie-
vably. He says in anothermood of mentasl swing: "As a
partner of philosophy, Yoga will ad: ittedly yield truth;
standing alone it can only yield peace." 1In fact truth

S -
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is peace and peace is truth, and both are love. In (8)
another of nhis changing moods he says : "I had begun
to perceive that truth lesy as far beyond mysticism as
the letter lay beyond religion." In reality religion and
mysticism and truth are only & unity in trinity and a
~trinity in a unity. It is a pity that %r. Brunton has
a lisited vision of mysticism and yet more limited vision
of yoga. Mysticiem is no doubt connected w!th what he
calls——in a somewhat superior w y--"its search for in-
ternzlly born satisfactions." But he himself immedistely
afterwerds exvresses himself in his usual crisp and con-
vineing manner: And yet in his worship of a2 new divinity
viz: Jnene Sastrz (the way of wisdom) he says:"The value
of meditetion for inner peace, sublime ecstamy, and
world -free self-sbsorption is immense. But its value
for the quest of truth and reslity umaided by philosophy
is quite a different matter." The fact is that Yoga
and Jnana and Bhakti must go hand in hand if Yoga is not
to become mere philosophy and Bhakti is not to become
mere lachrymose emotion.

_ Hon. Ralph Shirley: ("Light"). "The Wisdom of The Over-
self" review: "But if "humenity has always been a pec-
uliarly mixed lot"™ on this planet, there are other plan-
ets, our author contends, "whers pain and evil may be
and indeed are utterly unknown." Here it dogmatism pure
and simple. How do we know? It is well, however, to
bear in mind that we are much too fond of drawing our
deductions from-conditions that prevail on this world of
ours as if it were a sample planet, on which assumption
we may be falling into the most grievous of errors. fie
have not, in short, adequate premises from which to draw
our conclusions. Ferhaps compared with other worlds,
ours may be a sort of Devil's Island, or at least a kind
of purgatory or even clearing-house where the failures
in happier plane s are condemened to "dree their weird."
Draw your earthly horoscopes =nd find forx yourself
how far the maelefic plesnets vredominate over the prop-
itious ones.
"The T Literary Supol t": (review of, "The Wis-
dom of the Overself"). "Ihe problem of evil is indiff-
erently hendled. To say the least, this summing-up,
(oage 218, Americen edition, lines 14/20)of the problem
of evil lacks finslity Mr. Brunton tells us hundreds of

texts were examined. Rarely, however, were the orig-
e jnal documents cited or even named."

e ————— __
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H.K. Challoner:("The Occult Review")(Is this a dig at(;?335
knowing her anti-Brunton bias?) "It leads to the left,
the Path of the Dark forces, who at the outset are so well
disguised that they can easily be mistaken by the ignorant
for angals &f light, only the clear-sighted and diserimin-
ating being capable of recognizing their true nature. For
under their aegis are produced those innumersble books which
appear so0 full of excellent advice on rapid spectacular ad-
vancement; which assure the reader tht all the "Powers which
he will be helped to develop by the various practices therin
described will ultimately be for the "good of humanity.p
Mary are written by well-meaning neople who have acquired
Jjust enough knowledge to ensble them to write impressiviy,
but not enough spiritusl discernment to know when or where
to stop. They advocate Yoga regardless of the fact that
they are writing for untrained westerners, who have as yet
but little control over their animal (emotional) natures,
and bteguile even the most earnest aspirant." '
Wochester Telegram (USA): "(Willerd S. Smith: review of
Hidden Teaching Beyond Ioga“i
"Briefly, the author's position is this: Religion

satisfies the spiritual needs of the ordinary person;be-
yond religion lies the meditation and mysticism of Yoga.
It is of Yoga, that Paml Brunton has preached and written

dn his previous books, depicted it as the supreme achiev-
ment of man's thirking. But now,'a bit apologetically lest
he be understood, he contends that even Yoga is not enough;
that beyond it lies a hidden teaching which he terms "truth®
So it may be for him, though the difficult path he follows
to attain it is beyond most of us. But then, the book is
not written for most of us. Because mostof us will not
agree thet religion is but the lowest step to the discovery
of the ultimate truth, nor that the final meaning of life

is reserved solely for those who can grasp the "Secret of
Time and ®pace®™ and understand the "Revelation of Relativity
(chapters of the book.) The suthor need have no fear that
we will dondemn him for his position, new and advanced. We
only wish we could have grasped more of the "elementary"
teaching before being precipitated into the deep waters of
the Hidden Teaching Beyond Yoga."

Bswo. i1The Journal of Philosophy USA:("The Hidden Teachang
Beyond Yoga." "The first two chapters of this book are
autobiographical and revesl the progressive stens of a

mird iz search of iceas and 8f =n author in search of clien-
tele. This reviewer finds Paul Brunton an snnoying writer
e — e ————
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8
for several reasons: first, because he it so antﬁagced
with the words "hidden" and "secret" that he used them
in expounding the most ordinary ideas known to modern
philosophy; and second, because his writing is the philo-
sophic equivalent of the "strip-tease"——always promising
to reveal more andalways ending up with something still
‘hidden" which will be "revealed" in the next act. This
particular volume begins with a promise to reveal the
"hidden" teaching beyond Yoga, which apoears toc be a sort
of mentalism or Bishop Berkeley liberalized, and ends
with the assertion that "Poth materislisi ang mentalism
are tentative viewpoints which must be taken up and then
deserted when the ultimate viewpoint ie reached. Then
alone may we say: 'THIS IS REAL'™ (p. 563). But 410
pages do not suffice to reveal the real--and %r, Brunton
leaves his readers panting for the next book and the re-
viewer hoping that the next time he will tell all and re—
veal Truth. Unfortunately, some conc2usions apparently
have no relation with the thread of reasoning. For in-
stance, after concluding that "finality is & fiction"
(p.224) and that ™no scientific observation may now be
declared correct for all time and for all obsevation,"
“"e goes on to decide that "there can only be one ultimate
eruth and one final stendpoint whose character will be
both unaltereble and invulnersblg" (p.229). This bifur-
cation is accomplished by relegating everything seientific
to the relative and keeping for philosoohy the surveyel of
"the whole of existence, including the surveying mind it-
self" (p. 229.) To the reviewer it seems like saying that
the facts are such and such end the conclusion from the
facts must be such and such——but the philosopher happens
to know that there is a better conclusion which the facts
have failed to reveal--and so the facts are to be ignored
and the philosopher holds his conclusion regardless."

Lucy Templeton: THE KNOXVILLE(Tennessee) NEWS-SENTINEL USA

review of: "Discover Yourself™. "Discover Yourself",

as most books do, give me the desire to ask the author

-some gquestions. Brunton says of the doctrine of the Vir-
gin Birth that it is impossible...this is not the way

in which God words. God works through laws, established

universal laws.' Further down on the same nage he says

that Jesus came voluntarily from another more svolved plan-

et and incarnated on earth to help humanity. Without going

into either of these two beliefs I cannot for the life of

7
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me, see why one transcends established law any more than
the other. Brunton also says (p. %02) that 'the sun to
all intents and purposes can be taken, as the heart of
the Supreme Creator.! Surely there are larger suns in
the universe, more worthy of that honor than ours. But
I know of course, one answer to these questions though
it might not be =%k the one that Brunton would give., It
is that I am 'not far enough along' to understand these
matters. Which, of course, may be the right answer. At
all events it is captious to pick out what seem to be in-
consistencies."

H. Mumford Jones: "Boston Transeript" on, "Discover

Yourself", "Certain details startled with their ar-
bitrary simplicity. What can one say when told categor-
ically that the soul is on the right side of the physi-
cal heart? And that Christ came from a planet more ad-
vanced than ours in response to the uneonscious need. of
a race temporarily sweltering in spiritual darknesg?"

I sobel Moore: "Character & £ ersonality" (Duke University ¥
- on, "Discover Yourself" & n f the reelf”:

"§e those who went their facts weal flavored with fan-
tasy, Brunton's florid and ebulljent writings would un-
doubtedly appeal, Readers with a practical turn of mind,
however, might find it difficult to maintain the necegs-
ary patience to penetrate beneath his highly sentimental
style. His rare experience is not enough in itself to
recommend his books to the somewhat crejudiced academic
public., After a meal of Dr. B ehenan's"scientific eval-
uation of yoga" Bruhton might seeve as a pleasant dessert s
but, like all desserts, if taken before the meat, he might
prove decidedly unpalatable,."

Rabbi Abreham Chill: Nashville (Tennesse} Banner, USA.
on, "The Hidden Teaching Bevond Yoga": "Comes Paul
Brunton a journalist who spent some time in India, and
transforms the mysticism into terms =nd language of a
dodern philosophy. He goes still further and fortifies
Yoga with the latest scientific discourses. All of which
is, of course, ridiculous. He reaches the height of ab-
surdity when he propeses to solve the confusion and chacgs
::k th'?Th mré.g by embracing the culture of Yoga. Let us
- € Doctrine of Ka M
its fascinating neme, isrr?gthingh tiygt.dgﬁ:rai?ﬂrg:: gnteof
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the Golden Rule. One must wade through a meze of fifty
pages of intricate language and subtle terms to understand
*The Doctrine of Yoge." The digest of it all is merely te
thet if you do wrong to others, you will be the one to
suffer eventually. It isn't sufficient that thisethical
pro-osition speaks for itself, Furthermore, theres is

no need to embrace Yoga in order to restore order in the
world. Judaism and Christianity, if adhered to properly,
would avert all the difficulties that engulf man today.
This book would have been &n admirable piece of work and
scholarship had Yoga been treated per se. However, when
the author injects into the bloodstream of his material

a note of disappointment with western religions and advan-
ces the theory of Yoga as the only all-powerful solution,
it reminds me of the cow that put its leg into the pail
of milk."

Vasa Lindwell: Buddhism In Englend(London) on, "The
er Reality". "Judged by “udhist “tandards this book is
inaccurate, but it is not addressed to Buddhiste and
cannt be condemmed for seeking an approach other than
‘that of the All-Enlightened one. Words =re dangerous
things, and “r. Brunton uses plenty of them to eéxplain
his points in a very occidental manner, excusing himself
b saying that he would prefer to publish a codlection
of pithy seyings from the Teachers of all times. All
that is now lacking is the encient Chinese point of view
to act as an antidote to “r. Brunton. Nevertheless, his
book is seen to be shallow compared with the depths of
the teachings of the All-Enlightened Al1-Compassionate One
by his failure to stress the greatest of all teachings,
Compassion, and to stress that warning note that should
be written on every page of every book on the path of lib-
eration--Motive".
Clare Cameron: Buddhism Ini®ngland(London): "Indisn
Philosophy and Modern Culture:™ "Fron the point of
View of philosophy and scholarship there is no reason for
— congratulation in this attemot to interprét the great
Iindu scriptures in the form of journalism. Yet there
is another public to whom it may be of service."
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The Listerner: (London): "The Hidden Teaching Beyond
Yoga:" "The onc thing he has Biitherto somehow avoid-
ed becoming is a good writer. Even this lest book bumps
badly into journalese from time to time. If one regrets

- its size and price it is because they will make it inace-
essible to many people who would be most likely to welcome
the educational revolution it involves. For it is no mys-
tical experience which Dr. Brunton reveals; he only makes
in the light of modern science and psychology, a seerching
analysis of consciousness and of th world which is reveal-
ed to us through our five senses, nerves and brain. Such
chapters as 'The Worship of words,' 'From thing to thought
'The magic of the mind' have a clarity of expression which
is uncommon in Dr. Brunton who indeed revesls in one pess-
age of this remarkable book that literature as a creative
art has not yet formed part of his very remarkable exper-
ience."(Journal:se" means high-sounding stersotyped
cliches often used by newspapers——P.B.)
JLight¥(Londoh): "The Hidden Teaching Beyond Yogpa:"
"I well remember the despeir of Hussian ladies with large

_ families, who had applauded the early Tolstoyy when thed
seachers favour turned from fertility to abstinence. It
may be well to hiteh your wagon to a star, but it is up-
setting when it loops the loop. Once gathers from the
apoclogia of his latest volume thst Dr, Patl Brunton's vies:
on yoge have achieved that type of mental acrobatics. The
many readers who have followed his philosophic progress «
will recuil with waht panegyrical acclamation he reached,
in the Maharishee's company, the very zenith of his spirit-
ual as-irstion., He made us feel that such a Saint, such
a weaver of magic, could scarcely be a terrestrial oroduct.
Like many others in the hour of reversion from an applaudec
faith, Dr. Brunton seems rather to over-do his farewell
to mysticism. Dr. Brunton makes a confession which may
seem startling to many who have followed closely his spirit
ual career. It will be remembersd that, when he set out
on his Search in Secret India, he represented himself as

" dgnorant of all the tutelage which he was seeking, He
explains why, in order to advertise himself satisfactorily,
he practiced this deception. If the “aharishee possessed,
in even a very minor degree, the powers w th which he has
been creditsd, he probably saw very easily through Dr.

b s
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Brunton. He would certainly have been completely indif-
ferent to any literary reclame. As the years passed, Dr
Brunton tells us: "I found in India that the truth abou
the yoga-system was that, in its 20th century practice
it was no system at all, for it had become as mixed as a
an Irish Stew. It was hard to recognise what was myth-
ical and what was mystical." As thers are at least a
dozen forms of yoga, variants from the four tyves, Man-
tra, Hatha, Laya and Raja, a sense of mixture is not
surprising; but the author's objection was that yogis
"seeking the day-long business of worldly living," and
that the illuminations gained b yoga being always tem-
porary , had to be renewed daily at the cost of temporar
renunciation of practical duties and worldly activities.

The Letroit News: on "Discover Yourself®:" ..... the
afterthought left in the readers mind is thet the author
is descended from the fine heights he attained in "A
Yermit of the Himslayas." Didactic Attitude: "I

have moved slightly away from my former position," he
writes, "and whether 1 like it or not, find myself force
to accept the fact that hundreds of spirit-hungry minds
ardently desire to learn that which I have already lear-
nt as 2 result of exceptional opportunites"”. But in be-
coming didactic he has unconsciously adopted the dogmat-
ic attitude of the zeslot who must hammer home his perso
nal belisfs. There is much repetition, and in attempt-
ing to snare the inner wisdom of the "scrpture of the
yogis," Mr. Brunton sbandons his former stand that to
every seeker after truth it is revealed according to his
development. In expressing his disdain for certain un-
named but quite easily recognizable doctrines, he for-
gets his own statement that every ®eligion is good and
sufficient for those who find it equal to their needs.
The beautiful prose in which was reflected the high
spiritual attainment of the author inspired study and
would seem a more effective methodoffdischarging his
mission than the direct flourishing of poifter and ruler

P. Mahadevan: Aryan Path %apgazins, (Bombay): "The

Wisdom of the Oversalf": = "This latest work of Dr.
Paul Brunton is claimed to contain "the pith and essence
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of all the known and secret widom of the thinkers of the }
East concerning the Overself." The skill and care lav-
ished by the publishers on the production of the book woulc
almost seem to indicate that they believed the claim! 1In
~ the sixteen chapters covéring more than 450 closely print-
ed pages, we are given an exposition of the chief ideas
and principles of the Advaita system of our philosophy,
but undergo ing a change which is neither rich nor strange
The language of th: book has the appearance of extreme
scientific precision, because of a miscellaneous use of
meny modern terms derived from recent advances in psycho-
analysis. But there is far too much padding, of repeti-
tion, and a labouring of the obvious which might perhaps
be gratefully welcome to those who are unaguainted with
the outlines of Hindu thought. Thus, in the first fifty
pages, we have an otiose explanation of the supremacy of
a Coemic Law of Karma which is summed up in a single Sans
krit quatrain, viz, the nandi sloka of Bhartrihari, the
author of the Satakas. Other curious features of the
book are an amiable timidity which seeks to equate every-
thing to everything else. s, all the religions of the
world are passed in review, and each is praised for enun-
ciating some principle or other which on examination is
found to be not peculisr to itself alone. Though the
Advaitic principle is emphasised from beginning to end,
the authro finds Dualism of all kinds equally satisfying.
The Hindu concept of the perpetual flux between Purusha
and Frakriti is stretched out to explain the problem of
Evil in the world ami how to overcome it. Even the
Christian ideas 8f Grace and Salvation repose undisturbed
by the side of the Hindu ideas of Siddhi and Mukti. Abov
all, frequent but vague references are made to & host of
anonymous Asistic and Uriental thinkers, and equally
anonymous secret books, to enforce either obvious truths
or truths for which there are definite quthorities with
us. In this way, many significant texts from our srutis
as well ss their classic interpretations by our Achar-
yas are quietly paraphrased in the author's own language.
The impression is sedulously cultivated that the corpus
or canon of Hindu thought i really of extra-*ndian prov-
enance, One feels too that the author must have read
Sré Aurobindo's two volumes on the Divine Life, But
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there is no reference at all to him anywhere in the
book. But he coins a new term "entalism"-—neither
elegant nor adegua‘e, we think——to account for all the
phenomena of consciousnees. Mgre refined subdivisions
of them are conveyed by our terms Chit, Jnana, and
Buddhi. “n the final chapters, we have a series of
hints on the practice of certain kinds of psycho-spirit-
uall exercises which, in our tradition » 2re understood
to be of fulll efficacy only when practised under the
eye of a competent guru. ( This fellow is %'oﬁuarr of
English in ‘achiappa's College of “adras. He

no philosophy. ke ig locally regarded as suffering

is a different person and is a2 worthy philosopher,
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THE ARYAN PATH: (Bombay): "Hiddén Teaching Bevond E%g?" by
J-H.G&Bgu]i-

A remarkable characteristic of the Furopean mind is its
inclination to propaganda. It is that characteristic which
very often comes in the wey of a Furopean's going deep into ¢
“ pubject with patience and devotion, particularly when thz#

subject is an sbtruse one requiring long and earnest stu-
dys The short-gighted view of existence as limited to the
span of his present life, that the Puropean is used to talking
mekes the passing of minutes and of hours perturb his mind,
Time is passing and the work in hand has, he thinks, to be
finished within the time he chooses to allot to it,and so,
with one eye on the tlock, he turns the other to the work,
This routine study may accompligh less in the case of
common themes and subjects of topical erest, but not so
in the case of philosophy, far the true appreciation and
comprehension of which not only unflinching devotion is
needed but elso the develomment of a philosophical outlook
through the shaping and the moulding of life on a spiritual
basis. This is specially true of Orientel philosophy in
general and of Indian philosophy in perticular. Time had it:
pecessary limited significance to the seers and th philoso-

phers of India also, but its flight was not allowed to
disturb the tranguillity of their minds during their medite-
tion and contemplation. That mentality was, however, not the
growth of a few months or years, started and stopped at will,
but a gradual evolution over years and successive lives,

This fact the Puropeans will not understand., "ithy should 1
be unable to follow and to understand any philosophy with the
education that I have had, which enables me to read and to »
understand the language in which it is written and explained?
they ask; and if an Indian mystic gennot be convinced of -
their capabilities and attainments they give him up as one
unwilling to part with hig secret. That is why, very gene-
rally, they are found speaking of Indian philosophy as full
of secrets very carefully preserved by a few clever people,
who want to maintein their influence and importance in so-
ciety with the aid of their exclusive Imowledge.,
~ ~This is however, very far from truth., There is hardly

anything meant to be kept a secret in higher Indien phi-
losophy, including that of Yoga. But the ¥Yogis rightly be-
lieved that it was not for everybody to learn everything,
A school teacher selects boys for different subjects accord-
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Aryen Path) (1 (16)

ing to their natural aptitude. The Yogis selected their
disciples according to their outlook and their mental develop-
ment and discarded the "casuals" and the mere inquisites, of
whom obviously the writer of the present book is onme. But
that upsets the Furopean inquisitive, who, by nature unwillirg

to admit his own shortcomings, makes much of the retieence
and utilizes it for profiteble propeganda, With his knack of
propaganda, which also serves as a cloak for his incapacity
for and disinclination to a long and undistracted pursuit
after deep knowledge, he endows the philosophy, which he has
probably penetrated hardly an inch, with a halo of secrecy
and of mysticism, Ané this mysticism he professcs to have
mastered and proceeds to present to his readers in 2 manner
that is likely to arrest their interest and attention.

This is evidently the explanation of the title which Mr,
Brunton has chosen for this book. "The Hidden Teaching Beyond
Yogam is indeed an attemtion-drawing title, which cannot fail
to have thd desired effect of exciting curiosity in the mass
of readers in the West for whom, the author says, the book is
meant; and I can well understand why and how his other books
with such cleverly chosen names have run into more than one

~ reprint.

lir. Brunton had a short sojourn in India and he may have
had access to some pandits and sadhus, but that could bsrely
have been sufficient, even to a small extent, to befit him fo
even a supe ficial comprehension of the deep philosophy of
Yoga, into which he thought of looking. The late Maharaja of
Mysore may have suggested to him that he study and carry to
the West the higher philosophy of India, but Mr. Brunton was
much mistaken if he took the Maharaja to mean that it was
possible for him to do so during his short luwxurious stay as
a guest in Mysore, The Meaharaja could only have wanted to
create in him an interest in thesublime philosophy of India,
which the saintly Maharaja well lmew to demand lifelong devo-
tion,

Mr. Brunton, however, has tried to correct his perceptive
and to look at the system of Indian philosophy with an under-
standing of the requirements necessary for the useful studybf

it. He not only has devoted a long chapter to philosophi-
cal discipline, stressing the importance of concentration,
calmness and review, but has also written at length on the

riﬁhtandmnguseofmrds onthet.rai and d
the thinking power, on sophical g, ete, nd ha
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k. Aryen Path (II1) (17)

has inserted chapters on materialism and its faults and
shortcomings and on some modern concepts of science regard-
ing space and time, relativity and so on; but in the book
thus enlarged there is not that appreciative synthesis of
human experiences, subtle and crude, of mind and matter,
of the Absolute and Relative, of the Everlasting and the un-
lasting, whith the great Yogis have comprehended in their
self-forgetful meditation, and to which the philosophy of Yo-
ga seeks to lead the resolute and the devoted, not throurh a
prescribed course of study for a few yecars, as in an Univer-
sity, but through yeers and lives, during which, a= we pass
round the wheel of karma, our experiences turn us to realiza-
tions which mould our living, stretch and elevate our thoughe
and extend and develop our finer vision and thus befit us to
take the road to the Ultimate Realization., Vhat could a
book on Yogic teaching be without an exposition of that
essential in the philosophy of Yoga?
lir. Brunton and others like him who come out to India om a
trip and go round for & time, seeing some people and some
places, presume to have understood subjects like Yoga and
— other branches of Indian philosophy, but their readers
will be really mislead if they look in their bocks for a
correct presentation of the matter and the teachings given in
those systems. To the author himself T would suggest that
‘ when he understands the great significance ‘of mental disci-
pline and of right ph*al living, without which mental con-
centration and calmness are not possible, and the necessity
of the growth and development of the proper mental attitude,
he should devote himself to the attaimment of those require-
ments unswayed by any consideration of time or other things,
in order thathe might gradually reach the stage when yogic
realizations and perceptions which have aroused his curiosi-
ty might become possible. To attempi to write a book on
Yoga without such long self-training and preperation, both
mentally and physically, can end only in the production of a
volume that will have little substance though so much enlarg-
ed mith extraneous and irrelevant matter,

{ ) IOLL SOZIAL-DEMOKRAT, HENMARK. Review of "Secret
India." :"One is from the beginning & little suspicious again-
gt Mr, B, and in the last part of the book there appears his

own attempt to be the founder of a religion, which is not wortk
very much, For SUh an effort the men's capacity is toosmallt
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T d;éh Nor #s it true that The Buddha

not mean his Eaﬁpel of non-

in the reviewer 8 qPinlon. Ong LS :_,; tie, then __ﬁﬁggg# *vth:Bm:gigfﬁ
‘rather subtly "superior" attitude toy FSeching is apoc » for it ig in

-wards the majority of humen bei ng else
I=-fact, that ghastly expresaiunqi _;Vlﬁf : il

e Herd" actually spoils one pae@e, of the div sions of t -5 - ﬁﬁh
and other referenccs show the same #*Ikmﬂa Path ig&g&éht he Blghtfold
spirit. If "the Herd" do not as- Right Livelihec %i*ﬁ11h° anﬁ
cend to the heights, one wonders how warrﬁnr or -maki 'efn ?ﬂea be:
it has been recorded in the Christisn fare.  But in Phe  biCments’
Seriptures that thousands joined the belligercncy of urﬁgzging; io%
very early Church in one day, and  cession to the . P iFB 8 Cone
also that thousands became conwertaé.fgrgi_gn_in Dr, SPiTEe mﬂ?vbe .
a8 the result of one sermon preached - = '
by Lord Buddha. When the Elect Few
show out more clear evidence of the
illumination they assert is theirs, - » :
perhaps the multitude will be duly _ ’f”
impressed, for a rather fine idea .
expressed in some schools of "'..
occultism ought not to be forgotten - -
- hat en Initiete, in his indtia- -
t.lLn, carries the whole race a 1ittle : : ,
nearer to its perfection: ". . . the /
whole race becomes a little wiser e e ) /
_becesuse one has known, and a little . /
urer because one has arisen to #he - 4

eights of purity" (Annie Besant). , 7
Nor do I like the seeming endopse- |
ment of Deen Inge's view on page 66: ///

e

"As for repudiating obsolete -r”r“s, -

creed which will satisfy bath.ﬂ =
learned scholar and his kitchenmaid" S

It is not hopeless. And but &nr g N
the repudiation of obsolete do, S
by-the multitude, we should yé ﬁaVQ e
h 1n and animsl Bacrificea, an& the '
blatant worship of the male organ of

sex in our temples, and the Refor
ation could never have been mor
than a splutter quickly silenced
fire and rack. —
- ot
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"THEOSOPHIC " (LONDON

"Golden Jubilee Souvenir" (Published by
: Sri Ramanashrem,India)

This volume is well worth s despite
exaggerations, for it reveals the power and
influence of one who has experienced reality;
also what it means to be a real Ya§i

maintaining a constant and unremitting aware-
ness of things great and smeall, and not some-
one seeking some insignificant powers through
a few exercises or postures and some breathing
practices. The Maharsehi andhis Ashram were
first brought to Western notice in a some-
what unfortunate advertising way by Paul
Brunton in his book In Search of Secret India.
This volume will correct that version and leave
a real respect for one who has sought and won
Self-realisation.

JOSEPHINE RANSOM.







A.R. WADIA:Radhakrigs#n 50th. Birthday &=

(1)In spite.»o 'e” various apwmarent pardlels
of thoushli 4n ¥is "Indian Philosophy and

Modern gulture" that Dr. Brunton's industry
hag &iscoversd between the anclent East and
ern West, the outlook of the modern Euros

" -ean~ is still true to the traditional
European attitude, and the philosophy of
India for soocd or for evil has not touched
the soul of Europe. Dr. Betty Heimann with
her mastery of Sanskrit is so much more
on g0lid ground when whe says that "these
longely my-ticse(St. Francis and his like)
are merely transient phenomena in the West
end have never verv deeply influenced a
world absorbed in political strife, but
have only accentuated their own personal
aloofness from the mszsges....hermits and
thelr few followers were never regarded as
ddequate reprecentatives of the West." It
is difficult to deny thatthe phllosophical
climate of India snd of Europe has been

‘ markedly different. It is still more 4iffi-

cult to say whether in future Indlia and
Europe will be able to develop a philosophy
as universal as science, ! A
(2) Taken aback by the very peculair charact-
er of Sankara's teaching, Europeans have
peen apt to tske him to be the representat
-ive thinker of India. This is the tradit-
ion started by Max Muller and has been

- followed till today by scholars like Dr. -

- Paul Brunton, who has been fond of quoting

and emphaslzing passages from Indlan class-

ics which bring out the monistic zspect of

Indian thought; but thepy have missed the

pluralistic and realistic aspect of Indien

thought as represented by the Jainas and
the Dvaitins, or the pluralistic basis of

Indien 1life as represented by the orthodox

caste system.
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THE REEF.

By

(South Africa)

i

/ A Search In Secret Egypt.

An outstanding attribute of the
human race is credulity. To suggest
that the author of this work is aware

. of the trait would be harsh, and per-
haps untrue. Yet the gullible will
read this book agog; the discerning
will enjoy the deeper satisfaction
of sifting its amazing submissions.

Opening in nocturnal meditati
by the Sphinx and within the Great
Pyramid at Gizeh, the matter conta
ed traverses every department of
Egyptian mental leanings from snak
charming, through the rites of the
¢ "rish and fakir, tothe lost wo
Smap of Ra and prevailing Islam.

While admitting that the mos
stupid of vices is mockery of
another's religion, and while pre-
pared to believe that from Islam
Christian Science each of today 8
accepted modes of worship probably
contains its just measure of truth;
any attempt to smooth obvious de=-
ficiencies must be met with the pr
verbial lifted eyebrow. The auth
understands the Bgyptian and can b
forgiven if he gilds the 1lily in
parts; for with regard to worship.

mpde of the current national deity,
t + silver piastre. And in readi
a full chapter on the beauties of °
religion inspired by the prophet

Mahomet, one cannot help criticizi




e feilure to mention the univer-
lly-scknowledged filth ané sexual
gredation flourishing for the at-
inment of the piastre in the
adow of the mosaoue walls. And
nally, in speaking of Mshomet him-
1T, the suthor does not present
e truth in its entirety. There
ed be said no more than that.
Hence these chapters can be gb-
‘bed or not according to the dic-
tes of personal taste. As for
mour, the suthor's statement'that
halted cobras in their tracks in
lah's name, would be s workmanlike
ick for the young man-about-town
ter a bottled Saturdey evening.
_With these several points care-
. e in mind, it is obvious

Ild have regarded its author ag
? Yogi described on the flyleaf |

tead of a Super-salesman cashi f
on spooks. e

S — ——



CANADIAN THEOSQPHIST.
- « .read portions from the fifth
chapter of Paul Brunton's latest
book, The Hidden Teaching Beyond
Yoga, marking seven stages of phil-
- osophic discipline: The Truth Above
All: Hold on and Hope on: Think:
I 3r Detachment: Concentration,
Caimness and Reverie: Reason must
Master Emotion: @Give up the Ego. A
serious discussion followed in which
the S8even Portals of The Voice of
The Bilence were placed in parallel
Virya, Dhyana, Prajna. It was not-
ed that Mr. Brunton had transcended
in this book the Hatha Yoga practic-
€8 which he ha previougly been in-
estiggting, € present boo ead-
ng to "p osophic discernment"
but a further volume is promised in
which he will approach
"uncontradictableness". It was
8" "gyested that if he studied The
3. .ret Doctrine he might be inclin-
ed to revise some of his statements
in his chapter on "The Secret of
Space and Time."

.
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15 ra‘l:.l:nradifficultona. At the same time it is a case "
%hsw e expected to qtumm Though 4t - w
first, it is parhapc *ém most. outstanding
it-, ._L@ih#m%ms %wamﬁn
: M beset. every, serious. student
iw w oun, full: atten-
: . @ Lo lan i sidol
_'wbm m-to' the
-%;n( 1d by ;.he pn,mmmg end self=-sagrificialiwork of
t_so tls’isa _and_translators, they have always:ccmmended
sustained; if not.absorbing-interest. . The West was- First:
astoniahﬂd, and then delighted by the universality of Indien-
philosophy, b the gharm of its poetry, the depth end sublim=
itx of its mystical: Bnda.;?ﬁl&g«lﬁ%ﬂamiﬁuﬂaﬂm& ‘above all by
8] ~%0.be.a perfect synvhesis of these elements.:Sinc
hs he hope 1201214 ‘have been.enter ~for i the western world
“tor - as. itwg.abgiatemalountmdin ong thatasmz\an-
_Boh_ous synthesis between religion, -science and -philosophy.
might be. achieved here in the future,; ;To:the quest for such:
.. Syntheals, soue of the best seholarsof the western werld:
have devoted :ﬁt %W—MEmnmm,Wmm an,
..or liviig the principles of the ancient Fisdom. Gertsin even
Whﬂg Journeys Lo Iyd;l-&@ Met iﬁﬂﬁdn:h&dm.-_

Sew :fmptw.. menemgauy met, with bhe highe ewn
spread of the living teachers. %ﬂa egst—
ern Wﬂﬂf*wsi thedr holy life and: their-grest-achievements:
‘were revealeds: Seon. theirdisciples, both-Orientals andsWest~
erners, began travelling blpeugh Burope and-Lhe Ameritas, spre-
ading the Vedanbie:ideas. .If the lives of these men had often
lefy- wuch te-be-desired, it was only 0o comprehemsible; aver-
age sortals, tbey did not-claim o have reached themselves the
sams vinacles of Wisdoy or mystlical-development as their Gurus,
but  only.espired, as far ia they were.able,-to introduce the
elenents ntmﬁrhﬁwmmgw 1d
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after returning - f‘ron.m-or-haa—prbhnged journeys to-India
and Thibet, cartai.n aukk 213 '“tﬂﬁﬁw‘a been initiated int

co:mequentm ; d ot ) intérp t and popularize
the anclent-Wisdom;~but-atso-to-act-as-yualified teschers
thanselves, Sfmilar Slntus were: SHASTLy tlde ¥ith Tofar-~ 1-.9

IGG“'&-" 3 al 3 emlkd smne odf FA om0 Fi m.—t'ﬁtln 3 ":Li 8T @&

xogsa, wpmb wmmyr n g
désigned chlafly T6r the m mﬁqﬁm w :
their iwhole life, at least a considérabdls pert of 'bo %3“'
- spibd tusll unfolding leading: them to the clo%&a%"cantaﬂ% ALH
God. Both the principles and training of Yo

*degree comparable to those of the ardent’ Christ
who left. the world for- the secluded- ﬂ-ﬁl!”a
“oloisters:  And i% botl tases; having ps
peried of- t.ri:lnhg- ‘and. '

From ‘the original sources’it is known thet Yoga d

vonly- theodccumulation 627k y “bu-'alse’a’ radieal ii‘g,m-

o forwation-of humen nature itsslf, and“is therefors iff

birespecté more difficult, ors’ unﬁ‘li‘.’mg “and- cerl'-a.tnl;sr%f
er-duration than it ways-of ordianry science, art or- nd
ilosophy. Therefore the claims of those ‘travellers, “who' -fire-
tended to Have received imitiation into-bhe "mystericd® of
Togd aecording to:¥ha famous priseiple fveni, vidi, wief'=i.e.,

vdnzafew short years or-even minths, havé alwéys been; &nd -
ougat tobe, dismissed by serious Students &s& ﬂ?ﬂiej There
isme Rdyal Roed id Tritidtion any miere thén in: W}W
paidesopiy s Mwﬁ{u”l?ﬂ m&m@:m%ﬂ&nqﬁﬂ’offm

otimachers nay be, the results depend, after all, upon Wagrﬁ-
ﬂ,xﬁm

‘éxercises of ‘the pupilsy  Nobedy wi
nowadays to-have:been- Jmmunwmm& ﬁdt— el
orsevencohess s’at-one stroks.c Butoft habpensvstill: -

~with the’incomparabley more’ difficult ane Intricate: Yogal oo
750" °Bvent before Paul Brunton-gtatted.hisiduest of what he: -
calls !alshort cut to the kingdom'of heaven! he #as auhjecﬂte
certain abnormal-fits~ whichche apparently mistodk.for the

«extasias of mystieal trance. -Aécardingly; when he mst‘\
came t0 Indid, he .considersd W imself mo longér a novide:
the pragitce E!ogx “This however He adﬁaiam.'hoth from:
his te ' readérs, ‘ignorange sund
sceptigism, To decide whethm agnm'oce&um wam

t
Justified umay be left to the jgdemort = "-"hﬁireaders;
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The SEEKER 11 ]
| but everybody fa.miliag' 11)1 some degree with Yoga ﬂﬁg)

the spiritual way of Paul Brunton would be practically closed
for a long period, His teachers either did not see through him,
and in this case proved not bdo be gualified for their t ask;
or th~v probably chose the policy of non-interference-——"as you
sow you shall mow'——which w=s not long in producint the
only possible result, Brunton declar:s himself disappointed
with mysticism and Yoga. Consequently, he turned tawar%;lfhil-
olsophy, in the hope to find there the verification of h.
This Truth dawned upon him from the *hidden teaching' which he
found in India and which he promises to present 'for the first
time in any modern form or any Western language' in the further
final volume of this comprehensive work.
Needless to say, such an amazing c¢laim can hardly be substan-
tiated, and the promised stupendous revelations, if any, will
prove wither the well-known scheme of philosophical speculationm,
or a motley combination of familisr elements, borrowed both
from western and eatern philosophy, psychology and mysticism,
mixed with a generous dose of pious platitudes and verging more
or less on Theosophical lines, The same may be said about the
promised new superior meditation techniques hich, if not al=-
read y known and practically tested, should be carefully avoi-
ded 1. order to prevent undesirable results,
But this, yet unwritten volume, should also be attentively read
and studied, It will be a human document of the utmost import-
ance, not only instructive and thought-pro voking, but also show-
ing exactly the point, from which every seeker after truth has,
and Dr, Brunton had, to start his quest, All his final findings
gcould, after all, be discovered in the wery bosom of western
christian civilisation. And without attempting to decide, in
short article, wheter and how far Yoga, in its classical
fornor specially adapted is suitable for Westernmers in their
asual circumstances of life, he had proved in ais own person
that, before plunging into exotic waters for pearls of wisdag,
one should first look around at home; and only if, and when,
bhis source is exhausted—which is indeed very improbably a
sase—mme 1s one justified in searching elsewhere,
Philosophical Review: (Cornell University, U.S.A.) on
"Discover Yourself". " i phys s
nonsense. His interpretation of the life and thought of the
historic Jesus is fantastic. However, he is always entertainim
ing."
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(20)
THE TOR: ANTA KESARI (MADRAS). "The Inner Reality"
It cannot be accepted as a true and exact represen—
tation of them. Hindu seristures de not speak of Cod as
Light except as symbolically. To confuse the photic ex-
periences of mystics with the Light experimented by phy-

— sicists is wnwarranted. A Hindu religious aspirant must

i

accept only after scrutiny these 2nd similar assertions,.

The "Mystery of Jesus" is wnravelled in conclusion.
Some of the facts given there are undocumented and are ar-
bitrary.

If one is to accept these as scientifically ascer-
tained facts, it is difficult to say what is hierological
romance.

We are very unlucky not to find even the least in-
dication of the source of this valuable historical kmow-
ledge, which is so vividly presented » even in a footnote
of the book.

The Gita certainly is a gospel of activism and con—
tem>lation; but one has to be very careful when the mod-
ern interpreter extols it for satisfying the needs of
the present day; because he is often likely to forget
that the activism of the Gita is based on partieipat on
in the Divine and not merely as = successful wgy of doing
work,

He speaks of reincsrnation, grace, Guru and help
of other powers as unecientific theology' does. Long med-
itation is harmful; so just in the midst of busy life one
mey dip into the "pure white radiance of consciousness
inside" hanging on a peg outside, like a coat, all worries
and desires. Yoge, @s it iz put dewn in the book, is cer-
tainly not emptying of mind but calming the modifications
of the mind. It is the violent attemot to empty the mind
thmat makes meditation irksome.

Though\the book is attractively written in an un-
conventional style and contains some useful information<”
thers is very 1ittle originality except in the manner of
writing. To a2 jerson well-read in Hindu religion either
in its ancient texts or in authentic modern translations

~—and expositions of them, there is nothing new in the book

2

except some strange notions waich are likely to mislead
the genuine Sadhaka., We do not perceive in this book
Sither scholarly exactitude, or the inspirational quality
characteristic of the utterances of a saintly personage.
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(21)

Qur contention is that it is unwarranted "to confuse
the photic experiences of mystics with the light experiment.
ed by physicists." OStudy of non—guantitative oroperties is
not strictly a function of physies. Writes J.W. N. Sulli-

_van, "Radiant energy is, in its very nature, atomic. This
“conclusion applies to all forms of radiant energy." It
does not matter whether we think of the atom as a particle
or as a mathematical symbol. The light seen by Yogis is &
mental phenomenon. Neither physics nor psychology has been
able to establish experimentally its radio-active nature.
We have not denied, as Dr. Brunton suggest, the belief that
"fhe Supreme Being manifests materially as well as symbol-

ically through" the medium of light. According to Hindu
scriptures,-—-we mean the Advaitic reading of it——all that
exists is the Supreme Being in reality. So light too is
He. This is not the same as sayi g thet radiant energy,
sun and God are synomymous. Our scriptures teach us to
view meditatively mind, sun, either, Om, ete, as the Sup-
reme Being, and not to regard them as identical in a phy-
sical sense. Vide Brahma Sutras: IV, 1, 4 & 5, and San-
kara's commentary thereon. Sankara also suggests in his
-~ comment on Ch. Up. III, 13, 7, that Brahman,--the light

which shines above heaven--ap ears as if it shines.

The Atman-Brahman Reality,-—which we have in mind
when we use the term 'God'--is the Bure Principle of Ex-
perience of Consciousness which makes all knowledge possib-
le. It is, therefore, Svayam-Jyotis, Swayam-Prabha (Self-
luminous, Self-illumining or Self-manifest.) It is the
Unchanging Ether in which all changing experiences occur,
It is neither subject nor object, but Illumination itself,
which is its own content. The objective phenomenon of
light cannot be this Unrelated Reality, on which &= no
category can be fastened. OSee Mandukya VII Katha, II i,

8, calls this Reality Agni, Pire. And Manu XIT 123 corro-
borates.it. There are also hundreds of Rig Vedic hymns on
Agni, esoterically interpreted as God. Since luminosity
purity and pervasiveness of consciousness shared by ordin-
_ary light it has been deemed the suitable symbol of it.
The Upanishads, as Dr. Brunton cites below, speak of the
Atmen, as Jyotis, Bhas, Sukra, Divya, Tejas etx,,--efful-
gence, brilliance, light ete. But it is in apposition to
or identiceal with Chit or Consciousness. OSarvasara ani-
sad too has, "What shines in the heart is Consciousness."

= e i
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Nri, Up. VI has "Being-Consciousness-Bliss is Light."
Brh. Up. IV, iii 6 has, "By the Self alone as light
man sits." Gita XITI, 33; and Mahavakya Up. make dhe sym-
bolic nature sufficiently clear by taking the sun as a fig-
ure. Gita XIIT, 17, Mundaka IT, ii, 9 and Brh, Up. IV, iv
"6 epeak of Cod as "Light of Lights" ahd Sankara asserts
an Brahma Sutras I, iii, 22 that since it would be absurd
to say that one light illumines another, the second light
can only mean Consciousness or Inner Reality. Rig Veda,
X, 128, 5 speaks of the "Darkness hidden in darkness" and
mystics, it is well known, have also spoken of God as the
"Unborn Darkness." The conclusion is therefore inevitable
tiet the Light of Knowledge, which susteins and illumines
experience and ite segment the universe, is Consciousness,
and not radiant energy of physitss
(V.S. IYERS reply to foregoing criticism:)

"The science of psychology has ma2de this point clear
although only spiritualists claim that it is different.
The onus is upon them however to show that it reslly is
different. Why is the word 'light' used in the Hindu Serip
tures? Has it 2 meaning? You are at libergy to give any
—~interpretation you like, but my interpretation may be as
,ood as yours. How am I to know that your idea of God and
of Light is the true one?")

The right to make plain, philological translations of
Indian scriptuses is amply exercibed both by Western sav-
ants and Christian missionaries with different motives.
But in India there is an established tradition of exegesis
followed by the great Acharyas, based on criteria more val-
uable than historical and philological. They have not
poetised, but expounded such words in the light of their
expecrience and traditional training. For our meaning we
heve always relied on them.

V.S. TVER'S reply to foregoing paragraph)

("How am I to know that your interpretation of the
great Acharyas is correct? That iz yet to be proved.

How do we know that any person has ever reached thet
level of understanding in which they saw the highest truth.

~ Everyone imagines that he understands the highest, but
the question is whetker any sages or saints have actually
reached it.")

In India we are trained, as we advance in spiritual
life, to realize that standpointk§ from which the apparently
contradictory descriptions of "God" by the various learned
and holy men, can be "seen" as valid from different stand-

points. We do not know wmhich teachars‘ saints and sages
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Dr. Brunton means. Since "Cod" is indescribable in preci

se terms (Avanguanasagocharam), we have either to keep

silent, or use speech which has every chance of being

misinterpreted by persons who have not reached that level

of understanding. We for our part, fail to see why "poor
~ 7 aspirants" camnot get any certainty at all.

Reagon has stranded many in Scepticism., Science
has its dogmas, Priesthood and Church. Intuition and
mysticism are often misunderstood than understood. All
are equally open to changges. What matters is one's
way of understanding.{see mmt page 24) *

(see ——If this principle is generously extended to the di-
. _Page verge views of teachers, saints, end sages of India re-
4 8) garding "God" how could any really advanced seeker con-
tinue to see real contradiction in them., At the same
time how could he categorically deny advancement for thef
Re: Jesus: We have no gquarrels whatsoever with
visions, fancies, history supolied by epirits, ete, if
they are stated to be so. To the common man, history &s
based on epigraphic, literary, monumental and other
public evidenced. The whole para reveals s confusion
— between (2) Ph losophical Truth, which is beyond &ll ad-
equate description and (b) historical truths which should
not be based upon individual and questionable experiences
called "mystic™. 2
We are certaninly at one with Dr. Brunton in realis-
ing the value of a balanced outlook. But in the context
in which the expression"Nothing that You do with or by
the body"ete is not made clear that the author means
only "phys cal regimen such as fasting, sitting in a gave
etc.l.mhich he mentions now. Apart from thie, we were
combating the view, held by pseudo-Vedantins, that "thoge
things which are the causes of sin to others", "hot sex"
etc,. may "even become the cause of uplift to the en-
| lightened aspirant of our owmn age." The pure teachings
‘ of our geriptures a% not at all in consonance with this
view. (8ee pege 24
‘ Wie have not made any personal attack of Dr. Brun-
ton. But we admit we heve been & bit vehement in our
eriticism of some of his views, especially of what appears
to us as his very slighting estimate of some of India's
much respected institutions like monasticism. No self-
| respecting Indien, especially one who has experienced the
greet value of these institutions, can help making such
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(24)
criticiem. Dr. Brunton's manner of presentation may
have some value &f his views are meant for home consum-
ption. But one cannot tolerate them when they are meant
for foreign readers, who have little chance of knowing
Indien institutions first hand.

(V.S. TVER'S reoly to foregoing paragraph)

("There are two standards of truth in your criticism

I have not the lesst objection to your using strong lan-

guage, but I do object to your using one stendard of

t.rut.‘f:)for Indien consumption and another for foreign ' .

use.

V.S. IVER'S replies ragra marked p's 28, 20:

(#)( "How are we to be sure that one's way of understand-
ing leads to truth®"

(@) "How do we know which is on a higher rung and which
on the loweri"

(#) "Whas renunciation means has to be known from the
Gita or from Brh. Upanisad. bottom of page 793 ("the
--....-..-Salf")

(§) T™But that is your interpretation of scriptures.

As T interpret them they support my conclusions,
which are different.)
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LDQUGLAS AINSLIE ip "THE PERSONALIST"-——(a Huarterly(igurn-

el of shilosophy publiched by the University of Southern

California,Los Angeles."THE HIDDEN TEACHINC BEYOND YOGA",
This book has recently been published and I believe that

a few words about it might be of use to some of those who

~.are in doubt as to whether they should read it or not.

Mr. Brunton has written a2 numher of other works in whick
he has professed to bring into the light of day the secret
-5 of the East,which have remained hidden,until his pierec-
ing intellect revealed them to him slone of =21l seekers
after truth,

Mr.Brunton,whose experience was chiefly in Fleet Street
journalism before he went in for the East,mentions the Ma-
harajeh of Mysore,as having inspired the writing of the
present volume,while he was a guest in Mysore.0f course
the dragging in of the Maharajah is for the purpose of
attracting szles and I may as well say st once that this
commercializing of the so-called "hidden™ hindu tesching
which igs rampant in all that Mr. Brunton writes,is a oity
from the higher point of view,for he has given us a very
clear statement of the Hindu position as to some of the

___grest problems of philosophy,which ie not zn easy thing tc

‘accomplish.But in my opinion he mars the impact of his

thought with this constent intrusion of his ego =nd with
the insistence that he alone has brought this thought wi-
thin the reach of American readers.Of course the truth is
that at eny of the many excellent public libraries,it is
yuite easy to obtzin the Sacred Books of the East and very
many commentaries upon them,which contain reelly all that
Mr.Brunton has to say,though quite sossibly in a less con-
venient form for those not sccustomed to the modes of East
-ern thought.There are also the works of Deussen in German
and of Guénon in French,though of course the English 1it-
erature is by far the moct complete.Patanjali's work on
Yoga gives the doctrines very csuccinctly and there is a
good English translation.It is not correct to say that the
teachings expoinded here are "beyond Yoga."

Ramsna Meharshi himself refuses to have any dealings

“with practical mstters,though he is most kind and consid-

R

erate to all visitors to the Ashramem,which has grown up
around him by the force of his own perscnality and 1life of
entire self-sbnegation and devotion to the truth.Mr.Brunt-
on has his own ressons for ignoring sll this source of in-
formation,upon which he himself has drawn lergely during
the years of his sojourn.

The secret powere are apt to stimulate one's curiosity
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MICHELE WILT: Qxiiigue of
PE 'S books,

1) Arrogance shown in sentences like "The ord=-
inary Western mind will not understsnd thig"
2; Shocking egoismin "A Hermit In The Himalaya""
3) Bad taste in including such large space on a
mere clown like Cbaplin&wa,MMﬁﬂWM
4) Byeontrast with your previous books there is
such a dignity in your "Wisdom of the Overself
5)"E Hermit in the Himalyas" is very low in lit-
erary value, It drips sitdr sentimentality and
ghrieks egoism. It strikes schoolboy attitudes,
shows swelled read. There isg toc much showing oIf
"gsee how I, PB, do this, etc.aChaplin did not
deserve such a long chapter,/it is disproportion=
iAléo}

ete.

( 6) So far as the Prefactory chepter of HTEY and WOO was
written under a sense of personal grievance, they shrieked
egoism to this extent the work of the books was spoiled. The
same criticisms could havebeen thrown into impersonal third
person general uttlrances end thus made to serve truth

without being mede to mamifest®godsm. . i
W?.M*“"WMMM #_. .. oA TERTR ng ! ¢
1939 (JEAN HERBERT)"Etudes Sur Ramana)d
Maharcshee"

"L'influence spirituelle du Meharshl etant considerable, et
nombre de lecteurs deserant en connaitre la base =utrement
que par les productions plus on moins romancées de journald

= I=tes occidentauz cui croient l'avoir compris, il fallait
pourtant trouver un moyen d'informer le public.”
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